
RIPPLES July / August 2009
Commodore’s Comments
Dear Members

This letter touches on a few topics that I thought might be of interest to the members at YYC and
can hopefully add some insights and information that new members will find of particular value.

Reciprocity is a privilege that many members may either take for granted or do not recognize its full
value. There is a short list of yacht clubs that specifically exchange the benefits of reciprocity with
YYC, primarily on Lake Ontario. These benefits include use of club facilities and limited docking
rights. There are many, many more yacht clubs; in fact, most clubs will extend the benefits of reci-
procity to members of other clubs even though specific terms are not in place.  By our experience
this recognition extends through North America and Europe. We have personally used this privilege
in Chicago, San Diego, Edgartown (Martha's Vineyard), Nantucket, Monte Carlo and other locations. We have always been
treated very well, facilities are often spectacular with pricing better than local restaurants. We have found that these clubs
often wish to see a copy of your YYC membership card. The Buffalo Yacht Club and The Launch Club on Grand Island are
two wonderful local clubs with great facilities that are worth visiting. I have personally never had a problem obtaining use
of another club's facilities when capacity is available, in fact we have found that the hospitality extended is truly quite spe-
cial. I strongly suggest that you avail yourself of this benefit as there are many truly outstanding yacht clubs in many places
that can enhance your travels.

We have had a number of wonderful events at YYC recently including the Secretary's Race and the Port Weller Race which
where well attended and great fun for all. The Secretary's Race is an event for all club members, Regular and Social, offi-
ciated by our esteemed Secretary, Tony Byrne. The bar opened early, steamers and fresh clams where served as well as
Doug's wonderful clam chowder. In this event members volunteer the use of their Beneteau 36.7's and act as skippers for
the race. All interested in participating in the race place their names in one of two hats, as experienced and inexperienced
crew, the names are drawn by the Secretary and randomly assigned to a boat. The race begins and ends at the bar. We raced
South to just above the mooring field, then out to the one mile marker, then back to the club, boats where then docked and
the crew returned to the club bar, drinks in hand to win! John Fromen and his boat, “Type-A” were the victors although dur-
ing the race the lead actively shifted back and forth  among nearly all the boats participating. This is a  great opportunity for
Social members that desire to be on a sailboat or to participate in a race. Many thanks to the skippers that contributed the
use of their boats.

The Annual Commissioning Day Ceremony at the Club was a magnificent event again. It was open to all members of our
Club and was certainly well filled with pomp and ceremony! The Coast Guard arrived from Station Niagara by boat in full
dress to act as color guard and Old Fort Niagara provided Musketeers in period accurate costumes from the Revolutionary
War representing British and French uniforms of the day. The YYC Board of Directors as well as twelve Past Commodores
attended in dress. Bryan Mackay, YYC Member and Adjutant did a magnificent job of facilitating the ceremony.  A bagpiper
began the ceremony and concluded with a special moment to commemorate our Members that passed in the recent year.
Santina Schreiber, the vocalist did a fabulous job with the American and Canadian National anthems, followed by a volley
from the Musketeers. This event was beautifully organized and choreographed by PC Mary Alice Eckert. The Commissioning
Day event was immediately followed by the Sail Past in which the YYC Fleet assembled near the Fort and sailed or motored
up river for an honor salute that I was privileged to received on the foredeck of our boat, Futures, on dock at the club. The day
was absolutely perfect with a blue sky, moderate winds and temperature. Many of us had a delightful sail afterwards and then
returned to the club for the Director’s steak roast. (The boardmanned the grills and roasted steaks for  members and guests under
the oversight of Doug Herrick.)  con’t



As you can see there are a number of events occurring at the club on a routine basis. Many members are not aware of schedules of events
or of  their opportunity to become involved, so I thought that a brief recap of the information resources available to YYC Members is
in order. This newsletter, Ripples is published every 4-8 weeks depending on the season and is sent to all 340 or so members on hard-
copy and it is available to anyone electronically by request. Letters and ads are welcome. Weekly Waves is an electronically distributed
email that is available to all members.  A Fleet Report is another weekly publication of the Club available to all by email, specific to
boating activities. The YYC website at YYC.org maintains an up to date calendar and listing of the activities of the Club as well as other
items of interest especially pertaining to racing, cruising and social events. Questions can always be directed on weekdays to Josie
Fittante, our Office Manager at 745 7230 ext 10, she is happy to help. Josie can also add your name to any email list that you care to
be on. Don Finkle publishes two newsletters weekly, "The Racers News" and "Sailors News" both contain comprehensive listings of
virtually every nautical event on the Niagara Frontier including Rochester, Erie and the Niagara Peninsula of Ontario. This publication
is free and can be obtained by emailing Don Finkle at RCR Yachts at dbfinkle@aol.com with your request.

On a more somber note we recall the passing of Past Commodore John D "Butch" Cannon on May 29th of this year. Butch was bigger
than life at the YYC and was surely one of the most important and influential members in the history of our Club and the Village of
Youngstown. His generosity, knowledge and wise counsel where of immense help to our club. The Funeral Mass at St. Bernard's RC
Church in Youngstown was very well attended and 14 Past Commodores served as the color guard as well as attendance by the YYC
Board and Flag Officers.  The reception that immediately followed at the club was a a tribute to Butch, I will never forget arriving at
the club following the service to see Cannonball on the Club dock just as she had been a week earlier. We offer our condolences to the
Cannon Family, Butch will surely be missed by all.

By the time you receive this copy of Ripples the 2009 Annual "Commodore’s Ball" will be
history. I hope that you are able to join us for this event. It is another great opportunity to
gather with friends at the Club on a beautiful day in June and enjoy our special place.

Sincerely,  John D Reinhold  Commodore Youngstown Yacht Club
PS Apparently as evidenced at the Secretary's Race the Secretary needs a new watch! 
PPS Yes, many of the flags were Andy's, thanks Andy!
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Your Ad Here!
Youngstown Yacht Club is actively seeking advertisers for our outstanding newsletter Ripples. Ripples reaches over 400 local, regional, and
national individuals. Your ad will be presented in the traditional hardcopy format, as well as a new and improved electronic format. The
electronic format now includes a link to transport the reader directly to your website. 
The price, target audience, and exposure are just some of the benefits of advertising in Ripples. The newsletter is also an integral part
of YYC, and helps keep our worldwide membership connected. Please consider reserving your ad space today. 

The rates for 2009, in US Dollars, are as follows:
1 Issue   3 Issues   6 Issues          

Business Card 27 73          122
Quarter Page 60 164          275
Half Page 100 279          465
Full Page 200 545          900

Please contact 
Mark Shapiro to place an ad.

716-725-8942
mlshapiro515@verizon.net

This month’s member spotlight: Tony Byrne
see page ...13
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A letter to Butch Cannon from PC, Jim Bazemore

Dear Butch,
During my near twenty years in retirement I, on occasion, had thoughts of inviting you and Sue for a visit while Trudie and I were liv-
ing in Nova Scotia, that you so admired. And then when we also had quarters at Burnt Store Marina in Florida, and now near Beaufort,
South Carolina.  Although these thoughts were sincere, as with most of us, unfortunately many of our worthwhile intentions go no fur-
ther, so at best for this time a note to recall past days. 

I occasionally think of our early close association, during the lean years of the early 60’s, when you and I traveled throughout NY State
looking to acquire hospital projects. We did reasonably well and I was fortunate to design a number of the hospital jobs we obtained.
And of course I was thrilled when later you and Will made me a partner.  As you know, my view toward aiming for more varied archi-
tectural work led me to later establish my own firm.  We unavoidably became competitors, but not for long, however, and I like to think
that my thrust may have assisted in igniting your true potential because you and Will gradually but firmly put together a formidable
multi-office architectural practice that continues to earn national reputation. You, Will and your staff admirably achieved praiseworthy
and enviable success.

During the years when you and I were heavily serving our mutual love for YYC we had some differences, but they were sincere in that
it was clear to both of us our goals were distinctly and definitely for what we believed would benefit YYC.  And when Sue died, my
knowing of your strong love for her and the children, I couldn’t help but wonder about the years ahead for you and felt a real sense of
empathy.

On the race course we didn't compete as much as perhaps we would have liked because you were often away with concerns of your
office.  But, I fondly recall an occasion when in the early 80’s we both, with family aboard, had entered the three day Cannon Series.
To Bronte for the first day's race, RCYC for the second night and race home on the third day.  As I remember, Cannon Ball at the time
was an Erickson 37, my Windermere, a modified Mk.1 C&C 35.  You had handled us easily on the first two day legs so I felt a need
to make a decent showing on the way home. 

You may recall I wrote a formal and ridiculous challenge to you, pointing out of course your longer water line length, accusing you of
having unjustly sailed the rhumb line and any other absurdities I could make-up. 

Tony De Palo had joined us that day at RCYC for the ride home. He had little sailing experience at the time, but had been on the boat
once before. Tony has a deep Senatorial voice so I had him stand on the foredeck to read the challenge along with the admonition that
acceptance required three blasts on Cannon Ball's boat horn as you passed by for the racecourse.  You, of course, took up the challenge
in good spirit saying nothing about the rhumb line etc. remarks. 

The wind was favorable that day and about three quarters the way across the lake Cannon Ball and Windermere were align of one anoth-
er, but Windermere fortunately a little upwind.  I ruminated that the only way we could now possibly win is if we could fall off just
enough to fill our Star-Cut.  This was a wonderful 1 1/2oz. Bruce Banks sail that Don Finkle had acquired for us from England in those
early days of offset reaching spinnakers.  Tony volunteered the foredeck, but had never flown a chute.  I talked him through it and lo
and behold she filled beautifully, and we took off.  As we approached the Fort the wind shifted slightly more in our favor. I couldn’t
resist, I let us fall off a bit more, put the chute up inside the Star Cut and then peel off the Star Cut.  We were rigged with double every-
thing, thanks to Reese and Finkle, to handle this maneuver.  Tony anxiously followed instructions and for one of only a few times we
crossed the finish line ahead of you.

As always, following a long weekend race, everyone was at dockside telling their tall tales and having a good time. Butch, you came
over and like the good guy you are, congratulated us. We teased one another a bit and of course you accused me of having ringers
aboard.  It was typical YYC fun of yesteryear.  We all loved the camaraderie and the spirit of our club that made this atmosphere pos-
sible and well received. 

In closing, Butch we almost went together last Saturday as I had a third heart attack that evening before going by helicopter to the
Medical College of SC in Charleston.

I want you to know that all reports assure us YYC continues in very good hands and, as ever, YYC is people oriented. 
I am recovering at home, see you again, I am sure.    

Jim Bazemore

YYC Officers, Directors and Committee Heads
Commodore, John Reinhold
V.C. House, Dennis Niccola
V.C. Fleet, Donald Finkle                  
V.C., Yard, Mark Schimley
Treasurer, Gerry Wohlleber

Secretary, Tony Byrne
Director, Adam Burns
Director, Mark Bain
Social Liaison, Jack Huebschmann
Director, Mark Shapiro

Director, Mike Gotthelf
Director, Peter Doyle
Director, Richard Roach
YYCA, Kathy Morrison
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Tisdale & Coykendall 
Melanie Collins Tisdale, Esq. & W. Maxwell Coykendall, Esq.

Attorneys at Law

A full service law firm with areas of practice in
Real Estate, Personal Injury, Wills, Trusts & Estates,

Business Transactions, Insurance Coverage Claims, General Litigation, Real
Property Actions & Matrimonials

800 Main Street, Suite 2C
Niagara Falls, NY  14301 

(716) 285-3525 
fax (716) 285-8574 

tcwlawyers@hotmail.com

Fiddler’s Green to In-Lieu-Of  

The first weeks of spring this year were passed working on our newly acquired 1975 Pearson 35.  The transfor-
mation has been exciting and rewarding for both of us.  We wanted to share our story with you.  But first we
have to start from the beginning.  May of 2008 was the year we decided we must find a way to get on the water.
Growing up in Michigan and on Lake Michigan in particular, I had access to water at any given moment.  The
waterways of Western New York are not quite as easily accessed.  During a visit to my childhood home in Harbor Springs, Michigan we
had the opportunity to kayak on the Little Traverse Bay.  It was the perfect evening for this adventure.  Upon our return to Lewiston we
decided a kayak was your ticket to the water.  With credit card in hand off we went to a kayak demo day on Tonawanda Creek.  The
Hobie Mirage was complete with a sail, foot peddle propulsion, and a bit of storage space.  Everything we needed.  Ted was ready to

purchase the kayak and drop it in the water the next day. I wasn’t quite so sure this was the way to
go.  How often are we really going to haul this thing down to the river and paddle around?  I con-
vinced Ted to at least go home and sleep on it before making a decision.  The following Monday
Ted was driving down River Road when he spotted a 22 foot Catalina sailboat on a trailer with a
“for sale” sign on it.  He stopped and took a couple of pictures.  That evening he showed me the
pictures and said “what do you think?”   Without hesitation I said “Go for it!”  Even though the
boat came with a trailer we both knew that if it wasn’t in
the water, the chances of us using it were not great.  He

gave a call to RCR Yachts and talked to Bruce Lort who said “Bring it on down!”  And so we
did! I was a bit apprehensive, never having sailed before, but Ted assured me that he knew the
basics of sailing from his experience of sailing a Sunfish in his youth.  This was good enough
for me.  Everyone at RCR was so helpful, showing Ted the mechanics of the boat and giving him
pointers at every turn.   The first day out it was just Ted and his brother Tom.  As we sat down
to dinner that evening they told me all about their first day on “The Cottage”.   They were both
so excited and had so much to tell.  Nothing told me more than the black and blue bruises on their arms as they excitedly told of the
events on their maiden voyage.  It started off pretty well as they were out on the lake having a great day like two old salts.  As time went
on they got a bit fatigued and decided to drop anchor and rest for a while.  con’t on page 5



Fiddler’s Green to In-Lieu-Of  con’t from page 4

It started off pretty well as they were out on the lake having a great day like two old
salts.  As time went on they got a bit fatigued and decided to drop anchor and rest
for a while It was during this little respite that a storm kicked up and things got
interesting.  They pulled up the anchor, put up the sails, and all hell broke loose.
They managed to get back to RCR and were picked up by Terry Yonkers who was
driving the launch. Maybe it was the expressions on their faces, but it was at this time Terry shared his tidbit of wisdom:  Sailing is
90% pleasure and 10% terror.  Ted & Tom whole heartedly agreed and hoped that we had met our 10% quota for the season.  Despite
our tenuous start, we all enjoyed a summer of sailing our little Cottage up river and out on the lake.  Every time we saw a kayak on
the water Ted looked at me with a glee in his eye and said “Look honey, that could have been us!”   We enjoyed many hours of leisure-
ly sailing before we started thinking about something just a bit larger.   We were told by Bruce that the smallest boat we’ll ever own is
the one we own now.  How right he was.   During the RCR Customer Appreciation party we were
talking with Ron Ciamaga and he imparted his thoughts on upgrading.  He advised us to go for the
size boat we want now and to skip all the incremental steps.  Due to the fact that we got a late start
getting into the sailing world we aren’t getting any younger, we found this to be excellent advice.
The end of September I was driving to work and spotted a 26’ C&C in a driveway.  Thinking it was
for sale I quickly called Ted who stopped that morning to talk to the owner.  Turns out it wasn’t for
sale, but he gave Ted a lead on a boat at RCR at the Erie Basin Marina.  We made an appointment
with Rick Lenard and took a look at this boat along with several others.  Nothing looked especial-
ly interesting to us.  We came home and decided to look on line at RCR Yachts to see if there was anything for sail in our own
Youngstown harbor.  It was there that we spotted “Fiddler’s Green”.  She was a well maintained 35’ Pearson.  We called Rick imme-

diately and went to see her that weekend.  It was love at first sight!  We purchased her within a day or
two and had a month to get her out for a couple of sails before pulling her out of the water for the win-
ter.  It seemed serendipitous when we realized the panoramic picture of the Youngstown harbor, taken
in 1998, featured Fiddler’s Green prominently positioned in the forefront.  This photo has been in our
home for 10 years and now we own one of the boats in that photo.  It must have been kismet.
The winter was spent making plans to refurbish Fiddler’s Green and make her our own.  We talked
about renaming her “The Cottage”, the name we had given our Catalina 22, but somehow it didn’t
seem to fit.  As we explained to someone, we bought the boat in lieu of a new car.  And there you have

it; she became “In-Lieu-Of ”.  (We could have named her “Celica” after my 1991 Toyota with 265,000 miles and still going strong, but
we agreed “In-Lieu-Of ” was a perfect name.)   It also seemed appropriate as we would rather sail in lieu of anything else.  As the win-
ter grew cold we stayed focused on warmer days ahead.  We had the cushions reupholstered, made new curtains, and researched parts
and pieces as we studied the West Marine catalog from stem to stern.  We had noticed this store before but never had a reason to visit
it in the past.  We often wondered how they stayed in business.  Now they are our new best friend!  During this time we visited Custom
Covers & Canvas to discuss a new sail cover, dodger and bimini (two words which were foreign to us 6 months ago.)  We also sub-
scribed to “Practical Sailor” and “Good Old Boat” magazines.  One was read for information and the other for enjoyment and inspiration.
Finally spring came and Ted was ready to take on the task of getting the boat ready for commissioning.  Had he known what he was
getting into at the time he may not have jumped in with such foolhardy enthusiasm.  This is where ignorance is truly bliss.  The first
order of business was to scrape the bottom paint.  After stripping the first third of the boat with a hand scraper it was time for serious
chemicals.  Jim Jaremka put us on to Peel Away.  This allowed us to finish the job in short order compared to the old hand scrapper.
Progress continued, under the constant tutelage of Bruce and John along with advice from all our fellow sailors at YYC.  Everyone
was so helpful and encouraging as the hull was buffed and waxed, the teak was stripped and oiled, the deck was cleaned and polished,
and the interior was given a once over with a toothbrush.  From the bilge to the top of the
mast and from bow to stern we began an intimate relationship with our new love.  Thanks
to Tony Byrne and his Bosun’s chair Ted found himself hoisted up 44’ to the top of the
mast to make sure everything was in working order and ready for the sailing season ahead.
There is no better way to truly know you boat than to go through this process.     
It’s been a wonderful learning experience and we are so grateful to everyone who freely
gave advice and encouragement along the way.  We are looking forward to a great first
season with many more years of happy sailing on the horizon.
Submitted by Margot Walker & Ted Schriever
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Eric Christensen
WNY Sales/Service Representative
1461 Hudson Avenue
Rochester, NY 14621
(716) 830-4598
(800) 342-5033
FAX (585) 342-8360
www.haarsticksailmakers.com
buffalo@haarsticksailmakers.com
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SCOOPS, NEWS & DIRT – Vol. 2
HAVE YOU HEARD?:  PC Hank Evans and wife Ann arrived back at the YYC dock after 21 years on Friday, June 19.  They were
particularly impressed with the new bar and thought the Club looked fantastic.  They are completing the Great Loop all the way
from Iowa, down to Florida, up to NYC, and to YYC and then continuing on through the Trent Severn into the North Channel
before returning to Iowa.  ………….PC Mary Alice Eckert’s father,  Charles John “Jack” Frutchey, passed away Wednesday, June
17th, 2009, at the St. Joseph’s Hospital in Elmira, NY.  Our sympathies go out to Mary Alice and her family…………Anna
Huebschmann is off to Australia for three weeks as part of the People to People Student Ambassador Program.  Mom Charlotte
said she’ll be home just in time to work the Junior Sailing Bake Sale at the Level Regatta!.............Commodore John Reinhold and
Paula are on a sailing trip in the Cape Cod area; they promised to be home in time for the Commodore’s Ball!.............Mike &
Sheila Kalm just returned from a two-week trip to Sheila’s homeland of Scotland…………..Ceri & Laurie Hugill are in Norway
celebrating their wedding anniversary with friends who got married on the same day – hurry back, your boat is looking lonely
without  you!…………Jason Carminati has been given the official duty of helmsman on the 53 foot Farr, “Tomcat”, one of the
racing boats that’s part of the Naval Academy Team…………Team Niagara, consisting of Gary Tisdale, Adam Burns, Mark
Shapiro and Jimmy Carminati took third place in the National Hospice Regatta at the Rochester Yacht Club on June 5-7.  21 teams
from all over the country participated…………A special thank-you to the fundraising efforts of the YYCA ladies, who recently
purchased and replaced all the wicker furniture cushions at the Club – the red is spectacular!

Baby News:  Dick and Bev Roach welcomed their new grandson, Alexander Edwin Roach, son of David Roach and wife, Irina,
(their first on June 9th.  Little Alexander weighed in a 9 lbs. 12 oz………………..John and Rita Rolfe welcomed their seventh
grandchild on April 6th.  Nicole Rolfe (former junior sailor) and her husband, Thomas Koch, are the parents of Felicia Johanna
Rolfe Koch. They also have a three year old son, Mathias.

NUPTIAL NEWS:  Nicholas Newman Ashley Marie Monroe will be married August 1, 2009 at St. John Lutheran Church in
Youngstown, NY with a reception to follow at the YYC. The couple is known as the “Sweet Home Sweethearts” because Nick
teaches Science at Sweet Home High School, and Ashley teaches 1st grade at Willow Ridge Elementary – they met at the New
Teacher Orientation two years ago…………Bradley Evans, youngest son of PC Hank and Ann Evans, is getting married in Iowa.
Parents Hank and Ann will drive home for the wedding before resuming their “Great Loop” tour. Tyler Finkle and Shelly Staal
were married on June 11, In Newport, Rode Island. 

Kids off to college?  Getting married?  Any great trips?  If you have any scoops, news or dirt that you’d like to share, please email
it to yycscoops@yyc.org.

COUPON

 PIZZA WITH 1 ITEM $ 3.00 OFF. NOT 
VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER.
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Past  Commodores’ Tea  Dance
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Just South of YYC

Fuel - Ice - Docks 
Open on the weekends in May 

Call for hours in June
(716) 745-7121 

Introducing:
• T h ee B o a tt W o r k s ŽŽ 

Located at Petroy Marine

Handling All Marine Mechanical Services
Boat Trailing and Ramp Launching

Call Josh Stack (716) 807-9106

YYCA Kathy Morrison

We are pleased with our new line of clothing this year. And did you know that certain items can be customized with your boat
name? (see order forms by glass showcase.)

The YYC pillows that are on display were made by our very own club member, Pam O’Brien.
Check them out! They are great for either your boat or your home.

We will be selling our items @ the Club on Fridays (see schedule on bulletin board) and @ the Level Regatta....
Volunteers for helping to sell are always welcome.

As you probably already know, Youngstown Yacht Club Association is both a fund raising group, as well as a
social one. ANY club member may attend our meetings. No membership or dues are required. Your
input is appreciated....(Check Weekly Waves and bulletin board for time & dates.) Hope to see you there !

Kath Morrison, President YYCA.

P.S. Don’t forget to continue taking photos this summer for the upcoming 2010 YYC Calendar!

Duty Officer Appeal

In the past many YYC members will recall the Duty Officer program that was in place to welcome visiting yachts YYC.  For
many reasons, this program has not functioned well for several seasons.  The Board of Directors has undertaken the initiative to
resurrect and hopefully improve this program.  In order to be successful volunteers are need to serve as Duty Officers on Fridays,
Saturdays and occasional Sundays of each weekend during the sailing season.  The Duty Officer responsibilities consist of wel-
coming visitors to YYC, offering advice as to how to properly secure their vessel, acquainting visitors with YYC's facilities and
the collection of docking fees.  No prior experience is required as the procedures to be followed are well described in the Duty
Officers Manual which is provided to all Duty Officers.  If you are interested in participating in this program please contact Mark
Bain at 652-7799 o r mbain@aol.com.

The Harbormaster
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Commissioning 
Day



Cruising in the 1000 Islands conÕt
Ships Log: July 29, 2009

We knew we had arrived in the St. Lawrence as the GPS suggested we were just south of
Clayton, where Aurora and Liberta would spend the night and most of the next day.  This is the
point where navigation takes on real significance and knowing your precise location is of
utmost importance. Both Cape Vincent and Clayton are located on the Seaway Ship Channel
resulting in the need to share the channel with the occasional freighter.  More importantly, here
is where the deep water is shared with the shallow water and for every island you can see there
are many more that lie just below the surface within easy range of your keel.  Here is where
you turn on the chart plotter and refer to it regularly.

The afternoon and evening was spent at the Clayton Yacht Club.  Our arrival by mid afternoon allowed time for a swim off
the dock in warm and very clear waters.

CYC is a small, unassuming club with very friendly members.  The restaurant offers a limited menu that is prepared for you
and you take your meal and choose your seat.  A shaded veranda surrounds most aspects of the club and looks out over the
water to the village of Clayton.

Ships Log: July 30, 2008
In the morning we cast off and motored to the Village of Clayton Municipal Dock where

we would tie up and see what Clayton had to offer.  Of course we knew in advance that this
was the week of the annual antique boat show that brings vendors, beautifully refurbished
antique boats of all descriptions and thousands of guests.  Consider the show a giant flea
market dedicated to all things nautical.  If you like antique boats or admire the craftsman-
ship involved with their restoration this is the place for you. 

After visiting Clayton, Liberta would closely guide Aurora, using her chart plotter,
through a series of narrow and occasionally shallow channels to an anchorage that would be
our home for the next several days.  I was warned prior to departure from Youngstown that
due to her relatively deep keel, Aurora might not be able to access several of the more desir-
able anchorages that are interspersed throughout the islands.  My first mate and I decided to
take the chance of an encounter with the bottom and off we went to the Navy Islands.  Thanks to the guidance of Liberta, the nar-

rows and the shallows were navigated without incident.  From that 
point on I considered Liberta my “babysitter” and frequently referred to Judy and
Ray as such.  My trust was well placed as at no time, while closely following
Liberta, did I bump bottom.

The Navy Island group is visible at the extreme top of the chart.  The site of our
anchorage is also visible as the protected body of water amid the cluster of
islands that form the group.   

So pleasant was this spot that we lingered here for the next several days.  The following day we would be joined by Blue Note
and Plaisir.  The order of the day was relaxation with a capital “R”.  Swimming, fishing, reading and sightseeing dominated.  

The Sunday prior to our departure from this idyllic spot, we formed a dingy brigade that set sail for the Glen House for
brunch.  The Glen House is a beautiful old Canadian resort with a view that is out of this world.

Clayton Yacht Club

Aurora following her ÒbabysitterÓ LibertaThe approach to our anchorage just off
the shore of Mulcaster Island.

Arrival at the anchorage. 
Developing thunderstorms in the distance.



Ships Log: Early August 2009.
Lost track of the days. Several days later Aurora, Blue Note and Liberta would

pull up anchor and begin a slow passage heading in the general direction of YYC.
We passed the Admiralty Islands, Gananoque and Kingston, all to be visited on a
future voyage.  Plaisir would stay behind for several more days.  We would not see
them again until they returned to Youngstown some 30+ days after their departure
from YYC.  Our intention was to return home via the Bay of Quinte after spend-
ing the night on the hook in Kerr Bay.  Kerr Bay can provide shelter for approxi-
mately ten boats in a marvelously quite location on the North Shore of Amherst
Island.  It is located just east of Stella Bay, another anchorage that shouldn’t be
missed.  By chance we rendezvoused with Bella Donna who was making her way
home after spending 1-2 weeks visiting with family in the Gananoque/Admiralty
Island vicinity.  Our final cocktail party of the trip was held on Bella Donna.  I
don’t know how they did it, but Rose and Tony managed to serve dinner for six.
In the morning Bella Donna and Blue Note would leave for home via the Bay of
Quinte while Liberta decided to visit Waupoos Island.  Aurora, on the advice of
Tony and Rose, decided not to challenge the bridge clearance at Deseronto and
made for Rochester via the open waters of Lake Ontario.  Seventy five miles later
Aurora would visit Rochester Yacht Club once again.  Unusually, Aurora would
have wind from the east for the entire passage.  Arrival at RYC would be greeted
by the only rain we experienced during the daylight hours since departing
Youngstown.  Our good luck would soon come to an end as the next two days
came with wind and six foot waves from the west.  We arrived in Youngstown safe
and sound and glad to be home.  My first mate proclaimed upon arrival, “There’s
no place like home.”

I hope this recounting of the 2008 YYC Thousand Island Cruise will prompt
some of you to consider joining the fun in 2009.  Remember, once the sun sets
that day is gone forever.  

Seize the day. 

Howard and Karen Noonan with passenger Jackie Bain  

Plaisir at Mulcaster Anchorage

Ray and Judy Volpe assisting with the landing

The choice spots can be busy on the weekend

Members of the Flotilla at Glen House

Aurora on the hook at Mulcaster

Blue Note on the hookThunderstorm over Rochester
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Pictures from Mark Shapiro

Seaweed NYYC Race Week
The RaceMark and Lisa in Key West

Captain Collin Reid

San Diego NOOD crew 09Finkles and Shapiros on the Seaweed

Crew at Buffet Foxboro

Boom Days

Audubon Society Display

Trish and Pete Welsby
Carl Filbert Band

Lynn and Donna Sell YYCA Clothing

Our Coast Guard
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Entertainment Report  Amy Reynolds, Entertainment Committee
Summer is here and if the upcoming events are as successful as the Spring happenings, we are going to have a GREAT Summer!  The
Wine and Jazz evening was excellent with Doug’s delicious offerings paired with a wonderful wine selection, not to mention the fab-
ulous music by Jim Beishline Trio with Janice Mitchell.  The Past Commodores Tea Dance was a lovely afternoon and very well attend-
ed.  Everyone enjoyed the tasty tea sandwiches and other delicacies provided by YYCA members as well as lovely keyboard music by
Matt Siriani from our restaurant operation (thank you Matt!).  And the official kick-off to the sailing season, Commissioning Day, was
beautiful and sunny!  You couldn’t have asked for a better day from beginning to end.  The Commissioning ceremony was exquisite,
the Sailpast was colorful and the Directors’ Steak Roast was outstanding.  

Ripples will go to print before the Commodore’s Ball but it is sure to be a great time with a Moulin Rouge theme!  This event is
designed to honor the Commodore John Reinhold and his wife, Paula, but also serves as the unofficial kick-off to the Summer
Entertainment Season at YYC.  We are sure it will be just one of many great parties this summer but definitely special!  

So, if you’ve missed these events, get out your calendars out and mark down the following Upcoming Events because you don’t want
to miss any more of these special events!

JUNIOR SAILING ALUMNI REGATTA – SATURDAY, JULY 4th
This event is open to all members, regardless if you have ever taken Junior Sailing, especially the post-race BBQ!  It will begin in the
morning with registration for the regatta at 10am, racing will be in Nutshells and 420’s with race courses reminiscent of Junior Sailing
(rudderless sailing anyone?).  Lasers will be sailing on their own course for our YYC Laser Invitational held simultaneously.  After
sailing, there will be a barbecue open to all members.  Later, the entertainment will be music by C&C 29 Music Factory, which includes
our very own Mike DeDario and Mark Shapiro.  Plan on attending this highlight of the summer sailing season.  Cost is $25 for the
regatta and BBQ, including regatta T-shirt, or $12 for BBQ only.

If you know any Junior Sailing Alumni, please share their email address with Amy Reynolds, amy_w_reynolds@hotmail.com, so we
can communicate with them about future fun events like this.  

JUNIOR JAM – THURSDAY, JULY 9th  - 6pm
Last year’s Junior Jam was such a success, we are bringing it back again this year – TWICE!  Save the date and look for more details
in Weekly Waves! This is a great evening at the Club for the kids with Volleyball, Kan Jam, a DJ and more…

JACK BEATTY MEMORIAL HOSPICE CRUISE/CLAM BAKE – FRIDAY, JULY 10th
YYC hosts this very special fundraiser for Hospice of Niagara in memory of YYC member Jack Beatty.

CHILDREN’S SUMMER PICNIC – SUNDAY,  JULY 19th – Noon
Join us for a summer BBQ with hamburgers, hotdogs, mac & cheese, green salad, fruit salad and brownies!  The kids will be enter-
tained with lawn games, rock painting, and a piñata!  Punkin the Clown and friend will entertain featuring Kazoo Band Fun! $8 per
person, please RSVP by July 16th so we can plan appropriately.

MARTINI MADNESS PARTY – SATURDAY, AUGUST 8th
Join us for a fun filled night of martini’s and live music on the dock while watching the sunset on a beautiful August night.  Busted
Stuff will be performing which is not your ordinary acoustic duo.  In the last five years, Busted Stuff has been nominated for the
Buffalo Music Awards and were the recipients of the 2004 Western New York’s People’s Choice Music Award. In addition, the duo
won “best duo act” for the 2007 Buffalo Music Awards.  Come down and enjoy martini and dinner specials all night long.
Reservations encouraged!

CARIBBEAN PIRATE PARTY – SATURDAY, AUGUST 22nd 
Make plans now to attend one of the final parties of the summer and sure to be a favorite - the YYC
Pirate Party - Saturday, August 22!   Join us for a night of pirate-themed debauchery, complete with
Caribbean menu, drink specials (Yo! Ho! Ho!) and music by Buffalo surf band The Headers. Put on
an eye patch, fly the Jolly Roger and get ready for one fun evening. ARRRGGHH, Matey!

Event dates to mark on your calendars:
Saturday, July 4th – Junior Sailing Alumni Regatta
Thursday, July 9th – Junior Jam
Friday, July 10th – Hospice Cruise/Clam Bake
Sunday, July 19th – Children’s Summer Picnic
Thursday, July 23rd – LEVEL Volunteer Street Party 
Friday, July 24th – Sunday, July 26th – LEVEL Regatta
Saturday, August 8th – Martini Madness Party

If you would like to join this committee, or have any ideas for the committee, please feel free to contact Amy Reynolds at
amy_w_reynolds@hotmail.com or Lori Burns at loriburns05@yahoo.com. Feel free to contact us if you have questions about any

of these events too! All reservations for these events  should be made by calling 716.745.7230, X14.  

TThhee  22000099  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt  CCoommmmiitttteeee  wwaass  
iinnaaddvveerrtteennttllyy  nnoott  sshhoowwnn  iinn  tthhee  YYeeaarrbbooookk

YY oouurr   22000099  
EEnntt eerr tt aaii nnmmeenntt

CCoommmmii tt tt eeee

Lori Burns - Co-Chair
Amy Reynolds - Co-Chair

Kim Cannon
Maria Mastroanni

Phyllis Phallen
Jodee Riordan
Renee Roman

Joyce Sabin
Melanie Tisdale
Shirley Whelan
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•Personalized Service
from Stem to SternŽ

(716) 440-2096 € FAX: (716) 688-9404
www.kirbyyachtsales.com

Mark Kirby
mark@kirbyyachtsales.com

Kirby Yacht Sales

Birds Roosting on Your Boat?                                                                                        by Joe Weber

Our boat flags have been waving tirelessly for two years to discourage birds from roosting on Summer Breeze. We dress the flags
over the entire boat, from stem to stern along the rails and along the boom. It seems to work fighting the dreaded Sea Gulls and
hopefully the will also discourage the little Barn Swallows that have become more frequent visitors.

Our flags would probably make it through another season, but they’re such a good investment that we’re replacing them now. Why
take a chance when the benefit is so great for such a small investment?

If you are interested in flags for your boat, check out this web site:

http://www.promoteyourdealership.com/ProductCart/pc/home.asp

For more ideas about keeping birds off your boat, go to http://www.articlesbase.com/article-tags/keep-birds-off-boat

Ray Volpe

Wednesday night after the race 
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PREMIUM LIQUOR   
FINE WINE

Excellent Selection of Gifts
& Accessories. Case Discounts.

Senior Citizen Discounts
Mark & Cheryl Butera - Proprieters

716.745.7989
113 Lockport Street
Youngstown, NY 14174
www.anchorspirits.com

Hours:
Sunday: Noon to 5pm
Monday: 11am to 8pm

Tuesday: CLOSED
Wednesday - Saturday: 11am to 8pm

      ANCHOR

     SPIRITS

Wine and Jazz Night at YYC

Kevin,                  Doug,

and Staff
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The  Secretary•s  Race

FAUX FINISHING VENETIANPLASTER

T.W . SCHRIEVER
INTERIORPAINTING

CROWN & DECORATIVEMOULDING INSTALLED
DRYWALL REPAIRS ¥ SKIMCOATING

716-861-4006 STENCILING  

COMMERCIAL INSURANCE PROGRAMS�® HOMEOWNERS

AUTO�® EMPLOYEE BENEFITS�® PERSONAL BOAT�® MARINAS

Stephen Woiler
901 Lodi Street, Syracuse, NY 13203�® (315) 422-6128

The Winner!

The Committee

The  Boats

The Race

Ullman Sales Buffalo
Phone: +1 (716) 447-9766
Brad Hollingsworth
ullmanbuffalo@aol.com

Ullman Sales Cleveland
Phone: +1 (216) 486-5732
Fax: +1 (216) 486-5828
Greg Koski
ullmancleveland@aol.com
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Member Spotlight Tony Byrne

This month’s “Spotlight” is on YYC Secretary,Tony Byrne.  While on his way to Toronto in his Freedom 35 Tony had a mishap that
could have been fatal.  Because of precautions he took at the beginning of the trip Tony is here to tell his tale.  Below are the questions
we asked Tony and his responses. 

YYC: Tony where were you headed and why?

It was early May and my son Patrick asked if I would sail him and two buddies to Toronto. They wanted to go to a concert,
sleep on the boat and come home the following day. Even when it’s cold it’s hard to say no when your son asks you to go sailing. 

I checked the forecast the night before. Winds were predicted to be SW at 10-15 with showers and thunderstorms developing
by mid-afternoon. I checked survival time in 40-50 degree water. Exhaustion is predicted 30-60 minutes and survival time is 1-3 hours.
I figured with an early morning departure we would have plenty of time to beat the weather even if I had to pluck one of the boys from
the water. 

We met at the dock at 7:30 a.m.. My son’s friends, Mike and Dave, had very limited sailing experience. Mike had sailed a
handful of times. Dave had never been on a sailboat. Our boat is easy enough to sail single-handed, so with Patrick on board the inex-
perience of the other crew members wasn’t a concern.

Before leaving the dock, I went over some safety points. I showed them the location of the pfd’s and safety gear. I told them
what the water temperature was and what survival time was. I made it clear it was very important to stay on the boat. I reviewed the
procedures to follow if one of them were to go overboard. I stressed the importance of one person being responsible to keep an eye on
the man in the water and of getting him a floatation device and of getting him back on board quickly. I didn’t bother to explain how to
return to the man in the water because I would be at the helm.

YYC: That was certainly good advice. What happened next?

We left the dock about 8:00 a.m.  It was the first time hoisting the sails this year and except for getting the reef lines proper-
ly led there were no glitches. Out by buoy R2, I turned the helm over to Patrick and took over sail trimming. We were on a close reach.
I was sitting on the lee rail looking under the main to see the upper tell tales on the jib and as I leaned on the lower lifeline it let go.
It’s an understatement to say that I was  surprised to be in the water, and watching my boat sail away from that perspective was not
comforting. I remember thinking, wow! if I was alone this would be really serious and it occurred to me that perhaps I should have
completed the MOB drill and taught them how to return under sail.

I give the boys lots of credit. They reacted quickly. Dave threw me a floatation cushion and kept his eye on me. Patrick start-
ed the engine and ordered Mike to drop the sails. They returned to me under power, flipped the boarding ladder over the transom and
had me back on board pretty quickly. Opinions varied on the elapsed time. I said ten minutes, they said less than five. Apparently, it’s
a matter of perspective.  

I changed into dry clothes and we checked out the life line. It looked undam-
aged but the clevis pin was lying on the deck. Since I was shivering too much, Patrick
reattached it and installed a new cotter ring. A little hot coffee and a little time below
and we hoisted the sails and resumed our sail. It may have been an eventful and soggy
start but it turned out to be a very nice weekend. 

YYC:  I think any us who sail have worried about falling overboard or  have crew
go over, but it actually happened to you. In retrospect what advice would you give
fellow sailors?

Upon reflection, I can say that we learned some valuable lessons. We all now
know that even Dad can go overboard. We were reminded to check the life lines and
tape the cotter rings. And although I can’t say that we will always wear pfd’s, we will
wear them when sailing shorthanded or in tough conditions. And we will routinely
practice crew overboard recovery drills.

YYC:  Tony’s advice is good advice for any boater. Whether power boater, sailor,
racer or cruiser we should take heed of it. No life jacket or other safety device
will work if it is not worn or the crew does not know how to use it. There will be
no turning a boat around to pick up a Man Over Board if  the crew does not know
how to start the engine and drop the sails.



Membership Report Adam Burns,  Membership Chairman

As you know the Youngstown Yacht Club is in full swing with events going on every week. The Entertainment Committee has been
very hard at work making sure the summer is a fun one at YYC.  I would like to personally thank all of you, “The Membership of
YYC” for bringing down your family, friends and neighbors so they to have an opportunity to experience the crown jewel of WNY.
We have been very fortunate to have a positive increase in membership through the 2009 season due to members bringing down guests.
If your guest(s) are interested in YYC Membership there are three ways you can obtain information. The first one is through the YYC
website at www.yyc.org, click on membership on the left side of the page. The second option is if you are down at the club, our infor-
mation board (located across from the clothing) has membership folders. Lastly, feel free to either call or e-mail me or Josie. I can be
reached at 716-713-5119- cell or adamburns05@yahoo.com. 

One of our successful membership events this year was the 2009 Boom Days held in April 2009 at YYC where five new mem-
bers joined. This is always a fun filled event with information about our club and respective groups that include the Coast Guard
Auxiliary, Jr. Sailing, Membership to name a few. Due to the sailing season being underway, Don Finkle and I are in the process of
locating a Friday night where our membership has an opportunity to either go sailing or power boating for a few hours with other mem-
bers. Then, we will all meet back at the yacht club to enjoy a nice sunset and mingle with each other. You do not need to have any expe-
rience to participate in this event. This is also a great way to meet other members at YYC. If you are interested in helping out in any-
way please let me know. Be on the look for information either in Weekly Waves or on the infor-
mation board at YYC for times and dates in regards to our sailing/power boating excursion. 

See you at the club…Adam Burns, Membership Chairman

From the Crow’s Nest
The Commissioning Ceremony took place on June 14 officially opening the 2009 YYC Yachting Season.  As is custom-

ary at this event we had a moment of silence for those members who have passed on.  This year we sadly noted the passing of PC
John “Butch” Cannon, Dr. Edward “Ed” Simmons,  Thomas “Tom” Hooker, Mary Beth Burns, Pam Brunner, Manfred Hubert,
and Alex Catalano.  

The 2009 YYC Yearbook is out earlier than it has been in years, and special thanks go to YYC Harbormaster, Mark Bain,
who virtually single handedly put it together.   The printing was done by Mike Gotthelf’s  Merrill Print. 
Thank you gentlemen

Lawn Fertilization Grub Prevention 
Weed Control Aerations
Tree/Shrub Programs Local Company
Organic Programs Certified & Licensed

Call 716-692-4433 anytime 

Ask about our customized Organic
Programs

Visit www.myhealthylawn.com/2009offer.htm
and find out how to save $ by requesting a

FREE Estimate or call 716-692-4433 

18

You & Us
Winning takes teamwork.

Winning a sailboat race takes teamwork. And it’s just as true for 
your finances as well. We will team up with you to understand your 
specific needs and provide customized solutions.

Without goals, and plans to reach them, you are like a ship that has 
set sail with no destination.

For information, contact
The Munro Burns Group

Scott Munro Donald Burns
Vice President–Investments Senior Vice President–Investments

Adam Burns Sean Howard
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

One HSBC Center, Suite 3737, Buffalo, NY 14203
716-849-3871

www.ubs.com/team/munroburnsgroup

UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. ©2009 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. 
Wealth management services in the U.S. are provided by UBS Financial Services Inc., a registered 
broker-dealer offering securities, trading, brokerage, and related products and services. Member SIPC. 
Member FINRA 7 29 Ad 4 25 5 5 FF0113 B A

You & Us
Winning takes teamwork.
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Jr. Sailing Peter Doyle, Jr. Sailing Director

Please consider making a 
tax deductible donation

to support
Jr. Sailing

Contact:  Josie Fittante     
yyc@roadrunner.com ¥ 716-745-7230 ext. 10

YYC FOUNDATION
FORJUNIOR SAILING

Bruce Matthews-Head Instructor
Look for pictures of Bruce at yyc.org

The 2008 Opti Team. Look for more pictures at yyc.org

Pram students get on-shore instruction from Beth Snyder

The 2008 YYC Advanced Racing Team - with Coaches Justin
Hayes and Emily Augello. Look for the 2009 Team at yyc.org

A Happy Junior Sailor. Look for your 
Junior Sailor, updated daily at yyc.org

Beth Snyder giving instruction to a pram sailor.
Look for more pictures at yyc.org



RCR has been YYC’s sole contractor for boatyard services since 1972

Sales:
Don Finkle

695-4328
dbfinkle@aol.com

Service:
Bruce Lort
745-7545 or 998-7545
brucelort@rcryachts.comRCR

YACHTS

Serving YYC Since 1972
If you are planning to buy or sell a boat, power or sail, large or

small,come to RCR for the area’s best selection of New & Used boats.

• We sell both Sail and Power

• Knowledgeable, Personal     
Service for Buyers & Sellers

• Full Repair and Boatyard 
Services too


